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Creating Asymmetric Capabilities by
Using the Second Curve

Tzu-Yun Su

Associate Research Fellow

Abstract

In the international environment, a so-called small or weak country
can be considered to have relative national strength and influence. For
example, Israel has limited economic strength but is considered a military
power; although Singapore is a “city state”, it is an active player in regional
diplomacy.

Taiwan 1s located at the center of the “first island chain” and has a key
geopolitical position. In the existing international political environment,
our conventional diplomatic activities face difficulties due to obstruction
by China. However, as the international security situation changes, existing
international politics and power will undergo structural changes, which
will also open up new strategic opportunities for Taiwan. Military issues
will be the strategic fulcrum on which Taiwan can exert influence.

However, with limited resources, if Taiwan wants to achieve the goal
of effective self-defense, "asymmetric capabilities" are the most important
way. In addition to traditional military thinking, corporate terminology
such as the "second curve" can also help us to find innovative
competitiveness on the battlefield

Existing expositions beyond the “masters of war” such as Sun Tzu or
Clausewitz and Mozi's proposition that "a small country should defend
itself well" also feature asymmetric thinking, as described by Mozi. The
victory of a great country lies in the fact that “With the others tired out and
one’s self at ease, one’s troops will be stronger.” Therefore, if the
development of asymmetric capabilities is viewed from a relative
perspective, it should be effective in achieving the purpose of deterring
war.
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An Initial Exploration of
the Asymmetric Warfare Thinking of the PLA

Tzu-Chieh Hung

Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

This paper discusses the asymmetric warfare thinking of the People’s
Liberation Army, the author believing that China’s asymmetric warfare
thinking inherits the thought and unrestricted warfare of Mao Zedong and
is different in some ways to the asymmetric warfare thinking of the West.
When the PLA is at a disadvantage, resources must be concentrated and
directed at the enemy’s weaknesses; when the PLA has an advantage, the
asymmetric gap between the two sides should be widened. This kind of
thinking is reflected in China’s asymmetric warfare thinking and goes
beyond the military level. If China’s asymmetric warfare thinking is
reflected in development with regard to the US and Taiwan, the author
believes that, whether directed at the US or Taiwan, China will take action
on military and non-military levels, however, at present, the practice of
asymmetric warfare against the US still involves R&D of related high-tech
weapons including guided missiles and cruise missiles, anti-satellite
weapons, and information warfare. In terms of asymmetric warfare against
Taiwan, China’s development focus is, with the cross-straits military gap
continuing to widen, unrestricted warfare means in non-military areas such
as public opinion warfare and psychological warfare to influence Taiwan.
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The Influence of Main Island Taiwan’s
Terrain on “Asymmetric Warfare”

Heng-Hsiao Kuo Chung-Yen Lu

Training Olfficer Research Assistant

Abstract

With the balance of military power gradually tipping in favor of the
other side of the Taiwan Strait, Taiwan’s military should actively bring into
play the advantages of the defender, being more familiar than the enemy
with the terrain of island Taiwan and managing the battlefield ahead of the
enemy; maximum use of the complex terrain of island Taiwan should be
made, accompanied by equipping with asymmetric warfare weapons and
equipment and planning of innovative asymmetric warfare tactics to
eliminate the enemy’s numerical and technological advantages and
increase their disadvantages in terms of time efficiency and psychological
stress.

At present the strategic objective of building up the military is
“Resolute Defense, Multi-Domain Deterrence,” focusing on military
operations between source strike and coastal areas, with relatively little
attention given to military operations in the interior of Taiwan.
Consequently, this paper discusses the effect of asymmetric warfare of the
terrain east of Provincial Highway 61 and west of Provincial Highway 11;
the focuses are the three main types of terrain in Taiwan and the main
terrains of the densely populated areas. Cases of historical battles are used
to prove that terrain application can help and how important it is. The hope
is that the ROC military will develop more corresponding weapons
acquisition cases and innovative tactical applications in accordance with
the attributes of the terrain to facilitate actively bringing into play the
benefits of military resources, increasing the depth of battle and raising the
level of Taiwan’s military deterrence capability, to achieve the objective
of “David against Goliath” asymmetric warfare.
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The Asymmetric Warfare of the Baltic States:
Total Defense and Civil Resistance

Jyun-Yi Lee

Associate Research Fellow

Abstract

With the balance of military power gradually tipping in favor of the
other side of the Taiwan Strait, Taiwan’s military should actively bring into
play the advantages of the defender, being more familiar than the enemy
with the terrain of island Taiwan and managing the battlefield ahead of the
enemy; maximum use of the complex terrain of island Taiwan should be
made, accompanied by equipping with asymmetric warfare weapons and
equipment and planning of innovative asymmetric warfare tactics to
eliminate the enemy’s numerical and technological advantages and
increase their disadvantages in terms of time efficiency and psychological
stress.

At present the strategic objective of building up the military is
“Resolute Defense, Multi-Domain Deterrence,” focusing on military
operations between source strike and coastal areas, with relatively little
attention given to military operations in the interior of Taiwan.
Consequently, this paper discusses the effect of asymmetric warfare of the
terrain east of Provincial Highway 61 and west of Provincial Highway 11;
the focuses are the three main types of terrain in Taiwan and the main
terrains of the densely populated areas. Cases of historical battles are used
to prove that terrain application can help and how important it is. The hope
is that the ROC military will develop more corresponding weapons
acquisition cases and innovative tactical applications in accordance with
the attributes of the terrain to facilitate actively bringing into play the
benefits of military resources, increasing the depth of battle and raising the
level of Taiwan’s military deterrence capability, to achieve the objective
of “David against Goliath” asymmetric warfare.
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The Role of a Military Reserve System in
Asymmetric Wartfare: the Finnish Case

Jui-Min Hung
Postdoctoral Fellow

Abstract

As a country that is also geographically close to a strong neighbor, the
relationship between Finland and Russia is often compared to that of Taiwan
and China. In the past, there have been discussions about “Finlandization”
in the political sphere. Recently, the Ministry of National Defense of the
Republic of China (Taiwan) has also planned to visit Finland to investigate
1ts military reserve system. In her second term inauguration speech on May
20, 2020, President Tsai mentioned that “substantial reform of the reserve
mobilization system” 1s a pillar of the three important national defense
reforms. This paper hopes to determine how Helsinki has constructed its
reserve mobilization system to counter Moscow’s military threats.

The first part will present the asymmetry between Russia and Finland
in terms of their military strength. We will also discuss Russia’s strategic
operations toward Finland in recent years. These include the exploitation of
political refugees, the destabilization of minorities (mainly ethnic Russians
living in Finland), and the intensification of military activities near the
Russo-Finnish border, all are Moscow’s major tools.

This 1s followed by the characteristics of Finland’s military reserve
system, including the main regulations and the three kinds of training
programs. The third part will concentrate on the role of the Finnish reserve
system in asymmetric warfare, especially on the advantages it can bring.

Finally, conclusions are presented and suggestions are made with
respect to Taiwan. “Finlandization” or ““a realist foreign policy”, the policy
that Helsinki pursued toward Moscow during Cold War, is still controversial.
However, strong defense capabilities, including a solid reserve system, was
the key for maintaining its national independence during the difficult Cold
War period. From this point of view, Taiwan should consider extending the
length and the scope of its reserve training. Readiness and mobility should
be taken into account when it comes to reform in the future.
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The Politics of Emotions and Asymmetric
Warfare: the Case of the Ukraine Crisis
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Abstract

The scale of Ukraine and Russia’s land, national power, resources, and
military forces is asymmetric. Without launching large scale military action,
the latter was able to expand its territory and contain the government in
Kiev and NATO within two months by combining conventional and non-
conventional means, creating asymmetric warfare in terms of tactics and
results of battle. Related literature has mentioned the contribution of
cognitive warfare and information warfare to the above, however,
discussion of how related mechanisms bring an effect into play is lacking.
This paper introduces analysis of emotion, perception and cognizance in
psychology to fill in related blanks. By analyzing the internal and external
political situation from the time of the Ukrainian Maidan Revolution from
the end of 2013 to 2014, this paper points out that Russia’s use of
communications channels to stir up anti-Kiev sentiment amongst the
people in the southeast of Ukraine was effective and was key to gaining
important advantages in the action against Ukraine in a short space of time.
This paper is split into four parts; the first part explains the main points;
then there is discussion of the connection between emotion, perception and
cognizance and where an effort can be made vis a vis asymmetric warfare.
The third part analyzes the situation in the Crimea and eastern Ukraine and
Russia’s actions locally following the Maidan Revolution. The conclusion
describes the lessons that Taiwan can learn from the case of Ukraine.

66



AR

"HEZ AR EF 2P IR K27 g s HERPEXELEAL
o RkEE wzm?;w%’;;a FERPp R 0ne 80T BaER%E
P AL -RKG TRAELH LB v AP T FEFISE !
RprE 28 AL R Ry~ 7 X pcd 2Ll ng ki?fﬁiix{
I RRITREFTALX >~ ARPHATRME - AP FRE A F
A Sl ﬁ\#&;iﬁ"«ﬂ;%p o

AT LB g d AL A B ES 0 123,000 3 4,000 F 4N G
BofhEng g A FERL AT ALR R Fr Lo
ARFIPFEERBELFLL > FALAMBZ A AP L 2] 2
¥ o

FEALREIE | m ‘;mtﬁ: B | @l g,,ﬁ {p R
C & RN 3 |$4Lf’f-'_fn I
Mﬂ%ﬁ‘gﬁﬁﬁ zé\fw
”"’i};»"}‘ ARE A RIFZE ?:PJLF;D
321 10048 FAH Y RE TR 172 5L
T35 0 (02) 2331-2360 #E (02) 2331-2361
Institute for National Defense and Security Research
No.172, Bo-Ai Road, Chongcheng Dist., Taipei City, Taiwan (R.O.C.)
Tel:886-2-2331-2360 Fax:886-2-2331-2361




B AN BB &R 2R T

Institute for National Defense and Security Research



